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Modelling in May (2017) – by Jim 
 

The meeting started with apologies from Henry who had still not really recovered from his ‘op’. 

Otherwise we saw a good assembly of members who dissected the April show and concluded it to 

be pretty much an all-round success. One glitch however, whereby some contestants in the 

competition wanted to keep their entries on their club stands thereby making difficulties for the 

judging. It was agreed to change the wording in the competition rules to avoid this in the future.  

    Other news announcements was that the Torquay show due to be held on 27
th
 May had been 

cancelled because the local council had commandeered the hall for some obscure general election 

or other! Salisbury show 3
rd

 June was ‘sorted’ by the members who were going taking the cloth 

and the stand etc., hopefully this went well. Not quite so many entries for Model of the Month 

this time but just the same quality, so much so that we ended with a tied result. Dave and his Type 

89 Japanese tank, and Trevor with the Bf 109E-4/7; congratulations to them both. Words and 

photos elsewhere. Just space to say - Frome Model Centre is having an open day on Sunday 11
th
 

June 10.00 – 15.00 with fantastic discounts on selected lines. The next ‘Viking Raid’ is not until 

15
th
 July to Romsey.    

Jim 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Club contact details –   

 

** Club official site –  https://poolevikingsblog.wordpress.com 

 

** Facebook is www.facebook.com/Poole-Vikings-Model-Club-242610765772125/ 

 

** Malcolm’s own web-site  https://malcolmvlowe.wordpress.com also has info  
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Models of the Month – May 2017  

 

There was a tied result in the May Model of the Month, and so here goes with the two 

lots of ‘500 words’ 

 

 

Tamiya 1/48th Messerschmitt Bf 109E Russian Front  1942 – by Trevor Griffiths 
 

I have usually built tanks or vehicles, but having recently built the Spitfire I decided to have a go 

at another wing thing, over the years I have seen in photographs and at shows German aircraft in 

white winter camouflage and thought that’s how I would do mine, the kit is from Tamiya in 

1/48th scale.  I also decided to get the Eduard etched cockpit detail set plus canopy mask set, 

although the Tamiya instrument panel is fine I replaced it with the Eduard one, a bit of filing to 

smooth the surface and a couple of drops of superglue “job done”.  I recently bought a book in 

WH Smith LUFTWAFFE FIGHTERS, it has over 200 colour pictures of 109, 190, 110, ju88, 

he219, me163 and me 262, not bad for £7.99.  I also purchased some decals, more on that later. 

 

The model itself being Tamiya went together very well just a smidge of filler here and there, after 

first building up the cockpit area it was painted dark grey as, correct me if I am wrong, was all 

German aircraft, the Eduard seatbelt harness was glued in place, this was then fitted and the two 

halves of the fuselage fixed together.  I don’t need to say anymore suffice to say the rest of the kit 

went together with no problem.  As the aircraft was going to be finished In white rather than use 

my usual Halford rattle can grey primer I used the white undercoat one, having seen an aircraft  in 

the book I purchased I decided on the one with the yellow nose wingtips and tail. 

I began by pre shading the panel lines with Tamiya grey paint xf24, I have seen more and more 

model makers doing this including on tanks and vehicles etc so I thought I would have a go at this 

as well, next came xf2 white but allowing enough of the pre shading to still show through, the 

underside of the aircraft was sprayed with xf23 light blue, masking off the nose wing tips and the 

band round the fuselage, next came the yellow xf3.  I was happy with the finish so the aircraft 

was then given two fine coats of Humbrol gloss varnish from a can. 

The panel lines were then given a wash to enhance them, again I was happy with this so another 

coat of gloss varnish was sprayed on the model ready for the decals, I used most of the decals for 

the kit from the box but I did purchase an extra set from Hannants because in the book there was 
an “yellow 8” 109, I got a set with the number 6 in yellow as this was just what I wanted. 

All the decals went “down” very well and when dry were sealed with yet another coat of gloss 

varnish, eventually the model was given a coat of Mr Hobby matt varnish to tone down 

everything.  All the detail painting was picked out using Vallejo paints before any coats of 

varnish.  The canopy had the masks put in place and sprayed dark grey, when dry the masks 
removed and fixed to the aircraft, I was very happy with the finished model. 

The base is a photo frame, the “wood” is coffee sticks stuck down using super glue, they took a 

while to cut and glue and were then given a dark wash to stain them, the snow is from woodland 

scenic held in place by their own recommended glue. 

(continued on next page) 

 

 



 

 

Page 3 
 

(continued) 

 I enjoyed making this aircraft and the base and overall was happy with the end result.  I may 

even build another aircraft sometime but for now I think it is back to my beloved tanks. 

Trevor 

 

 
 

Trevor’s winning Bf 109E, photo by John Levesley 

 

 

IBG Models 1/72nd Type 89 Japanese tank – by Dave Lovell 

Firstly many thanks to those who voted for my build, when I first got back into modelling like 

many, 1/35 was the weapon of choice, and I was quite happy for a few years running with the 

herd. But it rapidly seemed to become same old same old and I was struggling to improve, and I 

know one shouldn’t be influenced, but as the stuff in magazines got better I felt as if I was in a rut 

going backwards. Then a few years back at our show I was talking to the late Derek Foley, now 

most of you will know a man not afraid to voice his opinion. He pulled a model from one of the 

stalls, and told me that this was what I should be building. It was a little Italian artillery tractor so 

I had to listen to the history as well. With a look of great interest on my face whilst thinking to 

myself, bugger off bossy. I told him I would seriously consider it. Anyway after a couple of 

circuits of the show looking at the same old, I’m ashamed to say I sneaked back and purchased 
said kit. (continued on next page) 
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(continued) 

This was a revelation, small badly moulded parts none of which fitted very well but it was great. 

Built painted finished in a weekend, so thanks to Derek this is how my love affair with 1/72 

began. Also with hardly any press, to aspire to, becoming my own judge and critic was a lot less 

painful. I must also say that from that point on Derek continued to show great interest, and 

encouragement each month in what I had built. Making it very special to me winning his 
memorial trophy the last two years. 

Sorry for that, on with the job in hand. Now most of what I build has more to do with the box art 

than the subject and this little kit was no different, manufactured by IBG Models this is a beaut, 

crisp,  clean, zero flash. The moulded detail is fantastic link and length tracks and to finish off a 

fret of etch this is true shake and bake. It falls together, once built the whole thing was sprayed 

with Humbrol aerosol primer not cheap but works every time. I’m a great believer in if it works 

for you don’t change it. Next up I pre shaded with Tamiya NATO Black also squirted it in all the 

hard to reach places. Next up I used Mr colour IJN Grey there are two shades one slightly paler 

than the other, the paler one used to fill the centre of panels and hatches then a very light coat of 

the darker one was sprayed over the whole thing. Mr colour thinners were used throughout. 

Various filters and washes were used in the weathering and detailing. These being applied and 

then washed back and removed using a brush lightly aspirated with odourless thinners. Having 

finished the model I decided the bottom half was not dirty enough so applied some more wash, 

then not taking to much notice started to remove it with thinners. Yep you guessed, paint thinners 

thinking that’s strange the paints coming off. Managed to stop before to much damage was done. 

So in the future I will try and read my labels. Not much more to add, any questions please ask at 

club. Most of what I do is a bit Heath Robinson but will try my best. Have a safe month all, and 
see you next time. 

Dave 

 
 

Dave’s winning Japanese tank, photo by Malcolm 
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Mini Quiz for June – by Jim 

 

 Answers to last month’s questions. 

Question 1  B  Charles Lindberg 

Question 2  C  Midway 

Question 3  A  Israelis 

 

So now the questions for this month - 

  

1,  Which large cat is the Panzerkampfwagen V 

A, Leopard.    B, Panther.   C, Tiger. 

 

2, What was the name the Fleet Air Arm originally gave to the Grumman F6F-3 Hellcat. 

A, Gannet.    B,  Martlet.   C,  Tarpon. 

 

3, What registration number was on the original USS Enterprise that boldly goes where 

no man has gone before. 

A,  CVN65.     B, NCC1701.     C, FED 2000. 

 

Answers will be revealed at the meeting or in the next Newsletter whichever you see first. 
 

 

From John Levesley – 
 

Definitions of paint finishes (from Model Railroad Hobbyist) - 
 

GLOSS RATE 

 

Flat Finish - 0 to 5% gloss 

A paint with a flat finish that does not reflect light and is more dull than matte. 

Matte Finish - 5 to 10% gloss 

Paint with a non-glossy finish. 

Eggshell Finish - 10 to 25% gloss 

Paint with a slight sheen reminiscent of an eggshell. 

Satin Finish - 25 to 35% gloss 

Paint with a smooth, velvety texture. 

Semi-gloss - 35 to 70% gloss 

Paint with a semi-gloss finish has a nice gleam without being too dramatic. Best finish for 

applying decals. 

Gloss - 70 to 85% gloss 

Gloss paint has a shinier finish than semi-gloss. Careful attention should be given to prep 

work and undercoats to create a smooth surface for glossy paint. 

High-gloss - 85% gloss and higher 

Highly luminous sheen that looks like glass. The reflective surface really exaggerates 

imperfections, so prep work is vital for a clean polished look. 
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Calendar of Events 2017 

Shows, Exhibitions, Talks, you may be interested in 

(compiled by Jim and typed by Malcolm – both will 

have more details as and when) 

 

June 

Mon 26
th

—July2nd     Chalke Valley History Festival      Broad Chalke SP5 5DP 

    

July  
Sun 9

th
  North Somerset, Helicopter Museum, Weston-super-Mare 

Sat 15
th

  Romsey 

 

August 

Sun 6
th

      Boscombe Down model & craft show.  Old Sarum  SP4 6DZ    table 12ft    

Sun 13
th

   IPMS Avon  Thornbury            table 12ft 

Sat 26
th

      Wings & Wheels Fly-In          Henstridge Airfield     BA8 0TF 

 

 

September 

Sat 16
th

    Farnborough Modelfest       Camberley             GU15 2PQ  

       

October 

Sat 7
th

   TankMod Bovington                      BH20 6JG 
 

November 

Sat 11
th

/Sun 12
th

   Scale ModelWorld  Telford    table 12ft 

Sun 19
th

  Middle Wallop      table 12ft 

Sun 26
th

  Bugle Call  Nailsea School           BS48 2HN 
 

December 

Sat 2
nd

/Sun 3
rd

 (?)  Cherbourg  
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

IPMS Salisbury Model Show 2017 – by Malcolm 
 

I don’t know how they do it, but the model show in Salisbury is always held in good 

weather. This year’s exhibition on June 3
rd

 was no exception, and it proved to be a good 

day for us Poole Vikings. The show itself was well-attended by the public, and we had an 

excellent turn-out of Vikings members to man our stand. We did great in the show’s 

competitions – four GOLD-winning models, plus several Commended. Well done to all 

concerned.  
(continued on next page) 
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(continued) 

 

    Golds were won by Dave Lovell in the small-scale AFVs class, Mark in the ships 

class, Matthew (or is it spelled Mathew?) in the large-scale AFVs, and me in the civilian 

vehicles.  

    And best of all, Dave also won the two Best in Show awards, from the host club and 

the Models for Heroes representative. His award-winning model is the same Japanese 

tank that also won our Model of the Month for May and is featured on Pages 3 and 4 of 

this Newsletter. 

  

Malcolm  

 

Below is one of my photos from the Salisbury event, taken from the public viewing 

gallery above. 
 

 

 

More details on our participation in the show can be found on the Poole Vikings website  

https://poolevikingsblog.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

 

https://poolevikingsblog.wordpress.com/


 

 

 


