
 

 

 

 

Diary Dates – 

  

* August 6th, Old Sarum   

 

(see Page 5 for more) 

 

Jim - 

veeboo53@yahoo.co.uk 

  

Malcolm - 

flyfair2927@yahoo.co.uk 

  

 

August 2017 - Jim/Malc’s Issue No. 68 
 

Modelling in July (2017) – by Jim 
 

    Last meeting we welcomed two new members along, Steve and Graham, hope they 

liked us.  Ian came with the show accounts and comparisons from the last four years. 

Bottom line being a profit of £330.07. Ian couldn’t explain the seven pence!  Andy said 

he wouldn’t mind some help organizing next years show maybe an apprentice.  Jez 

mentioned that we should let him know if we would like to make a model for our ‘theme’ 

Cambrai for Telford so that  he has time to organize design/space etc.   Model of the 

Month once again saw a diverse selection of excellent models, all potential winners. This 

time Figures made it, John with one of his ancestors from the trenches, Royal Engineers 

Signal Service Passchendaele 1917 (words/photo elsewhere).    

    Lastly, after the meeting I was contacted by the Legion saying they had found ‘glue’ 

on some tables. I of course said we did not make models at our meetings only talked 

about them and if we did have a Demo we would cover tables/carpet. They were ok with 

this, and I am just letting you know so as to be aware of keeping it clean, thank you. 
 

Jim 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Club contact details –   

 
** Club official site –  https://poolevikingsblog.wordpress.com 

 

** Facebook is www.facebook.com/Poole-Vikings-Model-Club-242610765772125/ 

 

** Malcolm’s own web-site  https://malcolmvlowe.wordpress.com also has info  

 

Newsletter production by – Malcolm Lowe/Jim Smith © August 2017    
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Much more from Jim - 

 

News 

 
Mike Plesants has informed us that Platform Models of Alder Road will cease trading on 

Saturday August 5th due to Roy retiring and Keren moving on to new things.  But all is not lost, in 

about 5/6 weeks time the boys from Model Railway Solutions will reopen after a refit and 

restock. 

 

Don’t suppose this will interest any of us, we probably have the same sort of situation ourselves. 

But a man, didn’t get his name, phoned to see if anyone was interested in buying made up 

models.  He has been building them (random subjects) in his retirement, now of course he has run 

out of space and has been told to get rid of some. I gave him the number of a local dealer who 

advertises for made up models but if anyone is interested the mans phone number is 

01202631682 

 

This I hope will be more interesting, a Mr Steven Wheeler modeller of 25years plus contacted me 

with the offer of his reference materials (Armour/soft skin) free to members. So PLEASE 

WELCOM him and make him feel at home, when he comes to the meeting. 

 

We have advanced notice of Plymouth’s Show for 2018. It will be on 23rd June which is Armed 

Forces Day, and there is a display on the Hoe, this is a short walk from the Guildhall show venue. 

Maybe a thought  to have a club presence at this one ? 

 

The next shows coming up at which we have stands will be Old Sarum/ Boscombe Down Sunday 

6th August and Avon/ Thornbury Sunday 13th. So please try to get along to them they need our 

support. I am told the Avon show is almost as good as Telford. 

 

We have our table at TankMod/Bovington confirmed. And whilst on ‘shows’ please find attached 

(and read) the Risk Assement for IPMS shows. 

 

All from Jim    

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

New Museum – news from Malcolm 

 

For those who are interested (presumably those who support ‘brexit’ will not be), there is 

a new Museum in northern France that opened recently. It is situated on the site of the A-

10 Advanced Landing Ground near to Carentan, on the site of another museum that 

closed recently. The new Museum is called the ‘Normandy Victory Museum’ and covers 

just that, the D-Day period of 1944 and the fighting that took place in Normandy after the 

Allied landings. It covers the war on land and in the air. It is well worth a visit, and for 

those who can’t go anywhere without having a drink, there is a pub right next door. More 

details on – www.normandy-victory-museum.com 

 

http://www.normandy-victory-museum.com/


 

 

Page 3 

 

Model of the Month – July 2017  

 

1/35th scale diorama showing members of the Royal Engineers Signal Service in 

1917 – by John Levesley 

 

The Royal Engineer Signal Service repairing and re-laying telephone cables amongst the rain, 

floods and mud of the Battle of Passchendaele between late July and mid November 1917. 

The Royal Engineer Signal Service was responsible for telegraph, telephone, signal 

despatch, and later wireless communications from headquarters down to brigades and for 

artillery communications down to batteries. Regimental signallers were then responsible 

for communications within units and from units to brigades. In addition to the 

telecommunications techniques available in 1914-18, use was made of despatch riders, 

runners, carrier pigeons, flags and light signals. Horses were used extensively to pull 

general service wagons and cable laying wagons and dogs were used to both carry 

messages and lay cables from cable spools strapped to the dog’s back. 

My great uncle, Sapper Signaller John Tyas (Jack) Levesley, served with a company of 

the Royal Engineer Signal Service and received several shrapnel wounds including a 

badly wounded leg, in the Autumn of 1917 during the Battle of Passchendaele. He 

survived and recovered but never returned to the front line. 

The model uses an excellent  Great North Road Models casting of a trench and the 

figures are from the Masterbox set MB35146, entitled British Infantry, Battle of the 

Somme. Changes to the figures were: 

To exchange their weapons for tools (contemporary photos of the RESS in the field show 

them not carrying many weapons), 

In the case of the sappers to remove their boots and puttees and replace them “gumboots 

short” – actually German field boots but with the creases and soles part-filled with 

“Perfect Plastic Putty” to look more like “wellies”. 

The officer had his swagger stick removed and he has a replacement left arm without an 

imperious pointing gesture. 

Some of the tools come with the figure set, on the equipment sprue, others are from the 

spares box.  One or two tools are either captured German items or French equipment. The 

cable reels are Bachmann HO model railway cable reels, the heavy cables are solder, the 

various cases and boxes come from Model Railway sources. The morse telegraphy box 

and amplifier are each scratch built into a shell of three model railway cases. The hand 

tools come I think from a Verlinden 1/48th set of etched Luftwaffe tools, the blanket is 

thin lead sheet, moulded into shape in situ then primed and finally painted with a mixture 

of grey pigment and fixative. 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.greatnorthroads.co.uk/
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(continued) 

 

The trench was painted with a series of brown and grey brown water based washes, with 

some black washed into the creases and recesses. I then used a variety of Tamiya 

weathering media either to dry-brush the sandbags or in suspension  to reproduce the mud 

on uniforms, equipment and boots. The muddy trench bottom and puddles is done with 

 “Solid Water”, laid in three very thin layers, each coloured during mixing with pigments. 

The trench nameplates are produced on a home computer. I’ve rather assumed that 

the trench had been used by the South Yorkshire battalions of the 62nd West Riding 

Division, probably the 2/4th (Hallamshire) and 2/5th Battalions of the Yorks and Lancs. 

Campo Lane is a very old street in Sheffield running through the legal quarter near the 

Cathedral. Redmires was a large camp west of Sheffield where many local battalions 

were trained. 

 

 
 

 
 

Photos by John of his winning diorama 
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Calendar of Events 2017 

Shows, Exhibitions, Talks, you may be interested in 

(compiled by Jim and typed by Malcolm – both will 

have more details as and when) 

 

    

 

August 

Sun 6th      Boscombe Down model & craft show.  Old Sarum  SP4 6DZ    table 12ft    

Sun 13th   IPMS Avon  Thornbury            table 12ft 

Sat 26th      Wings & Wheels Fly-In          Henstridge Airfield     BA8 0TF 

 

 

September 

Sat 16th    Farnborough Modelfest       Camberley             GU15 2PQ  

       

October 

Sat 7th   TankMod Bovington                      BH20 6JG 
 

November 

Sat 11th/Sun 12th   Scale ModelWorld  Telford    table 12ft 

Sun 19th  Middle Wallop      table 12ft 

Sun 26th  Bugle Call  Nailsea School           BS48 2HN 
 

December 

Sat 9th/Sun 10th  Cherbourg (date now confirmed)  
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Cherbourg model show – news from Malcolm 

 
The date is now confirmed of the Cherbourg model show in December. It will be December 9th 

and 10th. The venue is the grand hall of the Cité de la Mer in the old historic Gare Maritime where 

the ocean liners used to call in (and still sometimes do). This is situated a stone’s throw from the 

ferry terminal where the ferry comes in from Poole.  

And there is good news. Despite the expected loss of the Poole-Cherbourg ferry during 2019 due 

to the f*****g ‘brexit’, Brittany Ferries have confirmed that they will be running the Poole-

Cherbourg service until November 2018 without a break. This means that the ferry will be sailing 

in December this year to Cherbourg from here, and so it will be easy to visit the model show in 

Cherbourg.  

The only possible hitch would therefore be the weather. I know that two years ago when the show 

was last held, several of you intended to go but the ferry was cancelled due to bad weather. Well 

there’s nothing that we can do about that, but at least we know that the show is definitely 

confirmed for this year. Visit www.rmc50.fr for more information on the club that runs the show. 

http://www.rmc50.fr/

