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Modelling in October (2017) – by Jim 
 

Here I am back at my post, as you know I have been out of the loop so to speak 

modelling wise due to my house move and the lack of internet access (now resolved and 

new land line phone 01202 660518) I came to the last two meetings but I must admit my 

recollection of the September meeting is rather hazy I must have been there in body but 

not in mind. I do know that Model of the Month was won by Clive with an excellent 

replica of a derelict British Gas van, weathering at its best!  Also that we voted to release 

funds to Mark to purchase some lighting gear for our stand, and that due to lack of 

members wanting to go to the Farnborough show our request for a table there  was 

withdrawn. Henry sent a message regarding the FONFA competition at the December 

meeting,  the theme will be D Day1944, with categories  1 out of the box,  2 converted/ 

scratch built,   3 dioramas.  The theme for Telford 2018 was mentioned with a couple of 

suggestions, the Munich crisis 1938 or WW2 experimental and prototypes.    

    Now on to the October meeting, Malcolm was away at HeliTech International with his 

‘press’ hat on, but he had mentioned that he would be relinquishing the job of Newsletter 

Editor/Compiler in January, creating some discussion but no outcome. Personally I don’t 

mind carrying on with the Newsletter. Whilst on ‘officers of the club’ it is felt that to 

keep the club up to its current standard it is in need of some new blood to at least help the 

current incumbents, so please think about giving us a hand. Thanks to those who have 

already volunteered to help out when required/available. Other things included planning 

for Bovington and Telford, the latter surprisingly not much interest.   

    Shows for next year, our own definitely on April 14
th

, and a new show at Yeovil on 

March 24
th

. We have a stand 360cm x 60cm (12ft x 2ft) booked with 5 wristbands 

included. The site is open 07.30 – 18.00 and the show is 10.00 – 16.00  at Bucklers Mead 

Academy BA21 4NH.  Next Henry brought along a pair of Jigs that he thought would be 

of interest to members (from JH Models - www.jhmodels.eu). And finally Model of the 

Month, not quite such a large array but a quality one.        (continued on next page) 
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(continued) 

 

Congratulations to the winner, Graham with a 1/72
nd

 Huey in Royal Australian Air Force 

colours.  Bovington show seems to have been a success, with the organizers already 

planning next years shows. Our stand was well filled mainly armour of course, but a 

sprinkling of aircraft and figures too. Mark brought along the new lighting system for a 

trial run, it certainly enhanced the visibility under the shelving and the battery lasted all 

day. So a good acquisition. This time most of the traders were in the lower hall a fine  

selection and the usual suspects were amongst the clubs attending along with some from 

further afield. Next shows will be Telford, Middle Wallop and Bugle Call. That’s about it 

until December. 

Jim 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Model of the Month – October 2017  

 

1/72 RAAF Huey – by Graham 

 

Huey wins model of the month for October! 

 

Now that was a surprise, as this was the first model I've finished in over a year. 

So what about this UH-1H then?  

 

Well it's Huey number 5 in my collection of Bell's iconic helo and Vietnam era aircraft. 

The model is by Esci and it is probably at least 25 years since it was released, but despite 

its  age stands up well against most contemporary offerings with its finely engraved 

surface detail and neatly moulded parts.  

Esci produced some really good 1/72 scale mouldings back then, with their range of F-4 

Phantoms setting the trend for things to come. Also they produced the first quality Sea 

Harrier, still available under the Italeri label. 

The only potential drawback with this model is the fuselage seam that runs across the 

cabin roof with raised anti-slip detail around it. 

Fortunately I was able to make a good joint here without any extra work! Italeri have 

overcome this with their more recent Huey B and C offerings by moulding the cabin roof 

as a separate piece. That's progress for you!  

Revell have a Huey D/H in their range, but I've not seen it to compare. Is it the old Esci 

kit I wonder? 

 

The model is pretty much 'straight from the box', using the basic 'gunship' weaponry 

included in this boxing. I chose this Royal Australian Air Force version as, in part, it is 

unusual to see this marque of Huey equipped for this role. US forces mostly used the 

earlier B and C variants as gunships prior to the arrival of the Cobra, allowing the extra 

load carrying capacity of the Ds and Hs to be used for transport or medevac tasks. (Esci 

provided for both of these options in other boxings of the kit). 

 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued) 

 

The RAAF, along with other arms of the Aussie military, played a small but significant 

part in the Vietnam conflict, deploying number 9 Squadron's Hueys UH-1Hs to the 

country. It is reputed that due to the effectiveness of the Aussie ground forces, ably 

supported by 9 Squadron, the Vietcong preferred to walk around rather than through their 

area of operations. 

9 Squadron's personnel comprised of both Australian and seconded New Zealand aircrew 

during its time 'in country', training on Royal Australian Navy Huey Bs, where required, 

before operating in the field. 

 

Although 9 Squadron worked alongside their US Army colleagues, they obviously had 

need of gunships to support their own 'slicks' into hot LZs. Hence an 'H' model gunship.  

To the kit I added the two M60 door guns - remember AeroClub? - , along with the 

ammo boxes, side armour and belts for the crew seats, and safety straps for the door 

gunners from painted lead foil. 

You may also have seem a couple of personal weapons - M16s - and aircrew helmets as 

well in the main cabin. 

 

I thought long and hard over how to replicate the ammo belts for the mini-guns and 

M60s, as there are no after market alternatives. They are after all a crucial part of the 

weapons fit and are essential to the finished look of the model. 

I did consider 1/76th scale tank tracks but they were too thick and rigid over the required 

lengths, so in the end I resorted to ordinary masking tape, folded over and painted grey 

with silver detail. They could do with being a little thicker I think, but objective achieved 

none the less. 

 

I masked and sprayed the 'eyes' on the nose and hand painted the whiskers around the 

windscreen - although not as colourful or just plain rude as many US Army Hueys, the 

nose decoration was the other factor in choosing this subject. This is about as far as the 

Aussies seemed to go in personalising their helos and was easy to replicate. 

Xtracolor Faded Olive Drab was used for the overall finish, with a light dusting of 

exhaust black over the rear fuselage to imply some ware and tear. 

The final touch was the White conspicuity bands on the upper surface of the main rotor 

blades, helping to add some more interest to the finished subject. 

 

Cheers, 

Graham. 

 

Photo on next page – for more photos see - 

https://poolevikingsblog.wordpress.com/ 
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Graham’s winning model, photo by John Levesley 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Calendar of Remaining Events 2017 

 (compiled by Jim and typed by Malcolm) 

 
 

November 

Sat 11
th

/Sun 12
th

   Scale ModelWorld  Telford    table 12ft 

Sun 19
th

  Middle Wallop      table 12ft 

Sun 26
th

  Bugle Call  Nailsea School           BS48 2HN 
 

December 

Sat 9
th

/Sun 10
th

  Cherbourg  
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

Club contact details –   

 

** Club official site –  https://poolevikingsblog.wordpress.com 

 

** Facebook is www.facebook.com/Poole-Vikings-Model-Club-242610765772125/ 

 

** Malcolm’s own web-site  https://malcolmvlowe.wordpress.com also has info  
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