
 

 

 

 

Diary Dates – 

  

* March 3
rd

, Aldingbourne   

 

(see Page 5 for more) 

 

Jim - 

veeboo53@yahoo.co.uk 

  

Malcolm - 

flyfair2927@yahoo.co.uk 

  

 

January 2018 - Jim/Malc’s Issue No. 73 
 

 

 

WISHING YOU ALL A HAPPY 

AND PROSPEROUS 2018 

 
Firstly I must thank Malcolm for all his work on the Newsletter these last few years, as he 

said he has edited it for about seven years and prior to that he would often contribute an 

article for inclusion. I hope that from next month I can continue with the standard of 

Newsletter we are accustomed to. If anybody has any ideas/suggestions please let me 

know, this is after all your Newsletter, and likewise any photos/articles will be gratefully 

received.   
 

Jim 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Club contact details –   

 
** Club official site –  https://poolevikingsblog.wordpress.com 

 

** Facebook is www.facebook.com/Poole-Vikings-Model-Club-242610765772125/ 

 

** Malcolm’s own web-site  https://malcolmvlowe.wordpress.com also has info  

 

Newsletter production by – Malcolm Lowe/Jim Smith © December 2017    
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Modelling in December (2017) – by Jim 
 

The main topic of the December meeting was of course the FONFA ‘D-Day’ 

competition, organised by Henry Goodall, who brought two judges along to help, Kip 

Watson who most of us know and Tony Prince a FONFA trustee. There were six entries 

all of excellent standard. The judges after much deliberation awarded the following -- 

Bronze to John Levesley and Malcolm Lowe,  Silver to Graham Young, and Gold to 

Greg Lock for a 1/72 C-47 Skytrain  and to Martin Crabb for a diorama ‘The Road to 

Caen’ featuring a 1/35 Firefly. Photos can be seen on the FONFA website. Thank you to 

those who entered and to Henry for organising. Next December’s subject is to be ‘The 

New Forest at War’, so you have eleven months to think up and execute a model to enter. 

Running concurrently was our usual Model of the Month with plenty of excellent exhibits 

for members to peruse. The winner of this was Paul Seeley with a beautiful Celtic 

Standard Bearer, his words and photo are elsewhere in these pages. The invites from 

Bovington, Aldingbourne and Tangmere were discussed and it was decided to accept all 

three, so we replied as such and have spaces allocated already. There is a Calendar of 

show dates on Page 5, this indicating as to whether we have a stand or not. 
 

Jim 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Model of the Month – December 2017  

 

Celtic Standard Bearer in 54 mm - by Paul Seeley 

 

Firstly thank you for all the kind comments and votes. Some of you will be aware that 

I’m a returnee to figure modelling after a bit of a break (30 odd years!) I’ve noticed a few 

changes, both in the quality of the kits and the materials used now. Back in the day I 

painted primarily using oils and good old Humbrol, but seeing the effects being produced 

using acrylics I’ve been persevering with them over the last 18 months or so and I’m glad 

I have. 

So to the figure, which is a good one produced by Pegaso in white metal several years 

ago. Mine had sat on the shelf for about a year before I decided it’s time had come. The 

main problem is the way it has been cast means the arms are separate from the torso and 

the hands are attached to a rather bendy standard. I wanted to replace the shaft with a 

piece of piano wire for strength so I needed to cut the hands off, then drill them for the 

new shaft (without losing any fingers) and then make sure that everything lined up 

correctly when it was glued together – definitely the trickiest part of the figure. 

(continued on next page) 

 



 

 

Page 3 
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The figure was assembled using 24 hour Araldite leaving off the arms and sword because 

they would interfere with painting. It was then primed using grey automotive primer and 

painting commenced using Vallejo and Andrea acrylics. There is some flexibility with 

colours on a figure like this bearing in mind the Celts well documented love of design 

and colour. I tend to start by blocking in the main areas of colour to get a feel of the 

overall look and work out where the shadows and highlights will appear. Since I tend to 

be a bit of a messy painter this is easier for me than the traditional approach of painting 

the face first. Once I’ve decided where the light is coming from I paint in lighter tones 

and shadow areas (ignoring folds in the cloth till later) and blend these using a very thin 

glazes of the original colour. I then mix up an even darker and a lighter version of the 

colour and start working on the creases. I’ve got several small plastic pallets with 6 wells 

for the paint which I and rather than clean as I go along I just pick up a fresh pallet when 

I start a new colour. The paint used for the shadows and highlights is very thin and it 

might take 10 or 15 coats going back and forth to get the transitions smooth. Once I’m 

happy with the overall colour the patterns are applied with a brush with a fine tip and 

plenty of light. No secret here, just take your time and correct any mistakes using the 

background colour. The tricky part is applying highlights and shadows to the stripes and 

tartan! 

Couple of tips for would be figure painters – Firstly I add a tiny amount of one colour to 

every mix (In this case it was Napoleonic green) and secondly if it all goes wrong don’t 

panic because Dettol is here. (This can be carefully painted onto an area to remove 

acrylic paint – just wash it off well under running water and continue as if nothing has 

happened. On this figure I decided that the blue tartan trousers that he had originally 

didn’t work so they had to go) 

Once the basic figure was painted the remaining parts were added using tiny pins drilled 

into the joints and a lot of bad language. A couple of extra bangles made from twisted 

fine wire helped tidy up the wrist joints. 

The basic groundwork is Das clay and the broken stump is a twig with roots added in 

Milliput. Soil was applied using coffee grounds sprinkled onto thinned PVA. Once dry 

various grass clumps were glued in place and trimmed with scissors to make them less 

regular in appearance. Small flowers were added using painted chips of balsa wood. 

Then, using photos for reference, mosses and bits of sponge were used to add some 

variety to the groundwork. One or two leaves added a few splashes of autumn and broke 

up the expanse of green. All the groundwork was then painted in acrylics to provide a 

uniformity of finish and echo the lighting on the figure. 

Paul 

Photo on next Page. More Photos on the Club Website – 

https://poolevikingsblog.wordpress.com/2017/12/24/model-of-the-month/ 

https://poolevikingsblog.wordpress.com/2017/12/24/model-of-the-month/
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(continued) 

 

 

Paul’s winning model, photo by (we think) Paul himself 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Freda Neale – by Malcolm 

 

Many of you will remember our long-standing member John Neale. He was a World War 

Two veteran pilot, who flew the Vickers Warwick on SAR duties. Sadly John passed 

away about a decade ago, but we award a trophy each year in his honour at our Model 

Show. I have always kept in touch with his widow Freda. Well this Christmas I heard 

once more from Freda, who is thankfully still going strong. She sends her good wishes to 

all Club Members, and is very pleased that we continue to remember John’s name. 

 

Malcolm 



 

 

 

Page 5 
 

 

Calendar of Events 2018 

Shows, Exhibitions, Talks, you may be interested in 

(Compiled and typed by Jim - more details as and when) 

 
 

date show Venue/post code presence 

    
February 10th/11th  
 
February 17th/18th 
 
February 24th 

South West Model  
Show 
Beachhead 2018 
 
On Track 

Bovington 

Bournemouth 

Folkestone, CT20 2DZ 

We have a stand 

February 25th  
 
March 3rd 

North Devon 

Aldingbourne 

Fremington, EX31 3BG 

Olivers Meadow, PO20 3YA 

 

We have a stand 

March 17th/18th  Southern Expo Hornchurch, RM11 1JU  

March 24th  Yeovil BA21 4NH We have a stand 

April 14th  Own Show Parkstone We have a stand 

May 5th  Tangmere PO20 2ES We have a stand 

May 13th 
 
May 26th 
 
June 2nd 
 
June 30th 
 
July 
 
August 12th 
 
September 22nd/23rd 
 
September 29th 
 
October 
November 

Gloucester 

Torbay 

Salisbury 

Plymouth 

-- 

Boscombe Down 

Euro Miniature Expo 

Abingdon 

Tank Mod 

Churchdown, GL3 2JH 

Torquay 

Laverstock, SP1 1RE 

 

 

Old Sarum, SP4 6DZ 

Folkstone, CT20 2DZ 

OX14 1BB 

Bovington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a stand 



 

 

 
November 25th  
 
December 

 

 

Scale Model  World 

Bugle Call 

-- 

Telford 

Nailsea, BS48 2HN 

 

 

    

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---- 

 

Normandy Victory Museum – by Malcolm 
 

Several months ago I mentioned in the Newsletter that a new Museum has opened in Normandy. 

It is the Normandy Victory Museum, situated on the site of the Carentan-Catz A-10 Advanced 

Landing Ground of the immediate period after D-Day that was used by the USAAF. I had the 

pleasure to recently visit this Museum, it is well worth going to see. One of the attractions is a 

large replica of a P-47 Thunderbolt which stands outside the Museum buildings and can be seen 

clearly from the main road that is adjacent to the Museum’s location.  

 

More details - 

http://normandy-victory-museum.com/ 

 

Malcolm 
 

 
 

P-47 Thunderbolt ‘model’ at the Normandy Victory Museum – photo by Malcolm 

http://normandy-victory-museum.com/

