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January 2019 – Jim’s Issue No.85 

 

 

HAPPY 2019 to all members 
 

 

Subscriptions for 2019 are now officially due, but as the membership has not been able 

to agree on any ideas for the use of our surplus funds it has been decided to waive the 

yearly fee for this year. So we will not be looking for your £10 this month. 

 

  

On the 2019 show front as of the December meeting we have had no official invitations, 

but we decided to apply to North Devon and Bovington , both usualy being held in 

February and whom we have previously attended. There are of course many more 

throughout the year, see calendar, and bearing in mind most of these clubs attend our 

show we should seriously think about applying to attend theirs. 

 

 

Our stand at the 2018 Telford Scale Model World was I gather a great success. This 

was due to the hard work put in by Greg and Terry before hand and over the weekend 

itself. However it must be said whilst on the Telford subject the usual minibus ‘outing’ 

was not well supported, with people not making up their minds until the last minute and 

general confusion all round. Therefore this year it must be sorted out much sooner as to 

what day, who and how. Also soon we will have to pick a theme for our stand, assuming 

we have one, so that members can build models accordingly. 

Ideas to myself or Ian Domeney. 
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Our show April13 2019. It was suggested we could have some tables for members to 

show a selection of models maybe with a theme, rather than or as well as just having one 

or two on our club stand, thoughts please. We will have as usual our year’s Model of the 

Month winners on show and the Telford 2018 theme will be recreated. Andy is at present 

sending out the invitations so if you know of any clubs that might like to come along 

please let Andy know. Suggestions regarding the show are always welcome and can be 

discussed at our meetings. 

 

 

 

Model of the Month December2018.  This was run alongside the New Forest at War 

competition because we had forgotten to say that the FONFA competition would replace 

model of the month for this month. Henry thought that maybe it distracted modelers from 

entering the FONFA competition. However one modeler did participate in both 

competitions and I think it rather doubtful if any of the other three would have made a 

New Forest model instead of the one they did make and then we would have had four less 

models to see that month. Whichever way  you feel about it, it was a close run thing, with 

‘Something wicked this way comes’ a 1
st
 century Roman Army Auxiliary vignette by 

Paul Seeley  winning by only one vote. Words and photo next pages. 

 

 

 

FONFA  Thanks must go to Henry for organizing the New Forest at War model 

competition, unfortunately there were only five entries but they were of excellent quality 

making the judging very difficult and the certificates reflect this.- 

 Clive, won Gold for his Hospital Jeep.   Graham, Silver with his Ibsley based Spitfire.   

John, Silver for the Bucker 131 that landed at Christchurch.   Mike, Silver for William 

the Conqueror founder of the New Forest.   Malcolm, Silver with his General’s Jeep. 

 The Museum at Sopley is closed for the winter and undergoing some upgrading and 

refurbishment ready to reopen in March. Henry did say that it may be possible to have a 

private viewing of the updates in March if we can organise ourselves and then contact 

him. 

 

 

 

Club contact details –   

** Club official site –  https://poolevikingsblog.wordpress.com 

** Facebook is www.facebook.com/Poole-Vikings-Model-Club-242610765772125/ 
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Model of the Month   ‘Something wicked this way comes’   by Paul 

Seeley 

Thank you to everyone who voted for this figure. I bought him a while back and 
had planned a small vignette with him, but needed a simple figure to try out the 
new ‘Darkstar’ metallic paints I’d just bought so I grabbed him out of the pot of 
primed figures. (The paints are lovely by the way – very thin and don’t have the 
‘glitter’ effect that a lot of acrylic paints have) One drawback of the casting is the 
shield which had deeply engraved lines of the pattern on the face of it so I carved 
off the boss and rim and sanded it to a more realistic thickness. Sculpting a new 
boss with rivets wasn’t too much of an issue, but I’ll admit the metal rim had me 
stumped and the figure sat half finished for a while. I tried a few different ideas 
and eventually decided that a scale version of the original method was the best 
way; I cut a strip of tie fishing lead out and carefully glued it to the rim of the 
shield and then pushed and spread it around both sides with a small toffee 
hammer both to form the rim. The cast spear was also cut from his hand and a 
new one and made from wire and lead sheet. The rest of the painting was done in 
my usual acrylics using a couple of Angus McBride illustrations as a guide for the 
clothes and painting the revised shield design. To create an overall colour 
harmony every colour had some light brown mixed with them which is a great tip 
if you are doing something with lots of different colours to prevent it looking 
disjointed. I managed to beak off the leg after painting whilst I was fitting it onto 
the base – arrrrrgh as they say in the Beano (At least that’s what they used to say 
– I’ve not read one for ages so perhaps they say something different these days?) 
Unfortunately this meant taking it off, re-gluing/pinning and filling and then 
repainting the leggings of both legs so that they matched again. 

I’m really interested in telling stories (even with a single figure) so an autumn 
woodland scene was created for him. (Roman Auxiliaries were often used to 
screen the main body of the legion when moving through enemy territory) I 
pictured our hero, plucked from his home, deposited in a hostile foreign country 
cautiously moving through a heavily wooded area just as he hears a noise. . . . 

The main part of the trees are from a Buddleia with smaller branches cut from a 
Rock Rose pinned on with acupuncture needles and the joints blended from 
Polyfilla. The tree roots were sculpted in situ and the groundwork materials 
include dried herbs, compost, plant roots and small mosses as well as road dust 
and DAS clay. The leaves are cut out using three different leaf punches and 
everything is then coated in thinned PVA before painting with acrylics 
(Unpainted base material looks out of place and natural materials will fade over 
time) 

The final touch was a small red squirrel head which can be seen peeking out from 
a fork in the roots of one of the trees. (This was sculpted from a tiny blob of 

Greenstuff on the end of a cocktail stick)  
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Blink detected (Or how I paint eyes) 
By Paul Seeley 

 

First off can I say please don’t use white for the eyeball . . . . EVER! 

 Okay having got that out of my system let me say that not using pure white is the easiest 

way of avoiding a ‘toy soldier’ look on a scale figure. I usually use Light flesh (928) for 

the whites of the eye (Sclera if you want to be pedantic) on a ’Northern European’ skin 

and basic skin tone (815) for the whites on a ‘Mediterranean’ or darker skin. 

1) Start by painting the eye ‘white’ in your chosen colour 

2) Paint the iris in a blue or brown keeping them about the same distance apart as the 

outside corners of the mouth. Have the eyes looking slightly to one side or the other 

makes it easier to judge the spacing and gives life to a figure. 

NB If you are right handed paint the left eyeball first then the brush isn’t covering what 

you’ve just painted and you’ll find it easier to get them both looking in the same 

direction. 

3) Next add an upper eyelash in dark brown noting that most eyes are not almond shaped. 

A short line at 45 degrees on the inside of the upper lash then curving the lash around the 

rest of the upper lid gives a nice ‘masculine’ shape to the eye. 

4) Add the bottom lash in a slightly dark skin tone. (This can be an almost straight line) 

Set this aside to dry whilst you block in the rest of the face then take a breath because it 

gets a bit tricky . . . . 

5) Mix a blackish colour (say with dark brown and dark blue) add a little glaze medium 

to it and put in the pupils with your very best brush. (The glaze medium slows the drying 

time enough that you can wipe it off with a clean damp brush if it’s in the wrong place 

without disturbing the rest of the eye) Leave the pupils to dry. 

6) Finally add a ‘catch light’ to both eyes in pure white just off the pupil in the iris – This 

step might drive you nuts and I’ll often have to re-do it a couple of times before I’m 

happy, but it adds a real lift to the whole face. (If you really are struggling with this then 

a drop of gloss varnish over the whole eye will help instead) 

Sit back and admire! (The title, by the way, comes from a comment at one of the club 

meetings when a member’s camera was having a few ‘difficulties’ photographing the 

face on one of my figures) 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

This year’s shows 

 

January 6
th

 -  Croydon aerodrome.  Aviation, Military and Model Show 

 February 9
th

/10
th  --

 Railway show.    Hamworthy Club. 

February 16
th

/17 
th -- 

South West Model Show.    Bovington   

February 23
rd

 --  On Track.  Folkestone 

 March 16
th

/17
th  --

 Railway show.  Q E School 

March 16
th

 – Southern Expo.  Hornchurch 

March 23
rd

 – Yeovil. 

April 13
th

 – own show. 

May 4
th

 – Tangmere. 

May 12
th

 –Euro Miniature Expo.  Folkestone 

May 25
th

  -- Torbay. 

June 1
st 

--  Salisbury. 

July 14
th

 – Romsey. 

August 11
th

 – Boscombe Down Aviation Collection.    Old Sarum 

September 14
th

 – Farnborough Modelfest. 

November 9
th

/10
th

 – Scale Model World.  Telford 

November 24
th

 – Bugle Call.  Nailsea 
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